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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (previously presented) A method for storage and retrieval of programs and 
data within a PLC system, the PLC system including a plurality of modules including a 
memory host module including a CPU and memory, at least one option module including a 
CPU and memory, the at least one option module including a first option module and a 
second option module, the first module including a memory, a backplane intercormecting the 
memory host module and the at least one option module, the memory host module coupled to 
an external device, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of operating programs and data including a first and a second 
operating program and data in the external device coupled to the memory host module, 
wherein the first operating program and data corresponds to the first option module and the 
second operating program and data corresponds to the second option module; 

retrieving the first operating program and data; 

retaining the second operating program and data; and 

transmitting the first operating program and data to the first option module. 

2. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 further comprising the 
step of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option module fi"om the 
memory of the memory host module to the memory of the first option module via the 
backplane. 

3. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 further comprising the 
step of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option module from the 
memory of the first option module to the memory host module via the backplane. 

4. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module is further configured with an external device interface, said method further 
comprising the step of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option 
module fi-om the extemal device through the memory host module, to the memory of the first 
option module via the backplane. 
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5. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module is further configured with an external device interface, said method fiirther 
comprising the step of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option 
module fi*om the external device to the memory of the memory host module via the external 
device interface. 

6. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module further configured with an interface to the extemal device, said method further 
comprising the step of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option 
module from the first option module through the memory host module via the backplane, to 
the extemal device. 

7. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module further configured with an extemal device interface, said method further 
comprising the step of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option 
module from the memory of the memory host module to the extemal device via the extemal 
device interface. 

8. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the memory 
host module further configured with an extemal device interface, the first option module 
further configured with an extemal device interface, said method further comprising the step 
of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option module from the 
memory of the memory host module to the memory of the first option module via the extemal 
device interfaces. 

9. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the memory 
host module further configured with an extemal device interface, the first option module 
further configured with an extemal device interface, said method further comprising the step 
of transferring the first operating program and data for the first option module fi*om the 
memory of the first option module to the memory of the memory host module via the extemal 
device interfaces. 

J^^^ (previously presented) A memory host for a programmable logic controller 
(PLC) system, the system comprising at least one option module further comprising an option 
module memory, said at least one option module including a first option module and a second 
option module, said first option module including a memory, said memory host comprising a 
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memory, a central processing unit (CPU), and a backplane interface, said memory host 
coupled to an external device and configured to: 

retrieve a first operating program and data, wherein the first operating progr£im and 
data corresponds to said first module; 

retain a second operating program and data, wherein the second operating program 
and data corresponds to said second module; and 

transmit the first operating program and data to the first option module, wherein said 
external device is configured to store a plurality of operating programs and data including the 
first operating program and data and the second operating program and data. 

^yc. ' (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim JLGT further 
configured to selectively transfer the first operating program and data fi-om said memory host 
to said memory of said first option module via said backplane interface. 

//^ \> 

yz. (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim ^ forther 
configured to automatically transfer the first operating program and data from said memory 
host to said memory of said first option module via said backplane interface. 

. (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim^O^flirther 
configured with means to transfer the first operating program and data from said memory 
host to said memory of said first option module via said backplane interface. 

^ (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim further 
configured to retrieve the first operating program and data from said memory of said first 
option module via said backplane interface for storage. 

^o. , (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim^^ further 
configured with means to retrieve the first operating program and data from the memory of 
said first option module via said backplane interface for storage. 

(previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim j/0 further 
comprising an external device interface adapted to be connected to said extemal device, and 
further configured to transfer the first operating program and data from the extemal device to 
said memory host via said extemal device interface. 
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(original) A memory host in accordance with Claim ^J^wherein said extemal 
device interface is a serial interface. 

^,iP 1% 

(previously presented) A memory host in accordance with ClairrvJ^ further 
configured to transfer the first operating program and data fi-om the extemal device via the 
extemal device interface to the memory of said first option module via said backplane 
interface. 



(canceled) 



(previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim fiirther 
configured to transfer the first operating program and data from the memory of said first 
option module via said backplane interface to the extemal device via the extemal device 
interface. 

•xi } 

.^2fr. , (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim liS'Wther 
configured to transfer the first operating program and data from said memory host to the 
extemal device via the extemal device interface. 

f (previously presented) A memory host m accordance with Claim yb further 
configured to transfer the second operating program and data from the memory host via the 
extemal device interface to said second option module. 



"H^currently amended) A memory host in accordance with Claim l,6^rther 
configured to transfer the second operating program and data from said second option module 
that fiirther coniprises an extemal device interface to said memory of said memory host via 
the extemal device interfaces. 

(previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim ^ wherein 
said memory of the memory host comprises flash memory. 

A 25-34. (canceled) 

3^ I (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 fiirther comprising 
controlling said PLC system and other PLC systems via said extemal device. 

^ (previously presented) A memory host in accordance with Claim ^K) wherein 
said extemal device is coupled to said memory host via Intemet. 
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Jr7, ' (new) A method in accordance with Claim 1 further comprising coupling said 
^^^^ memory host module to at least two of the at least one option module. 

^'8. ^ (new) A memory host in accordance with Claim^^lO^herein said memory 
host is coupled to at least two of the at least one option module. 



